yuter space left in farmer’s field

By DICK DURHAM

HE great corn cwcle mystery that is
,sciendsts and farmers,
has taken on a new sinister shape.

Whoever — or whatever — has been form-
ing the perfect rings in British cornfields,
silently ‘and secretly in thé dead of night, is
now branching out into key patterns.

Experts have no explanation and there’s a £5,000
reward Lo anyone who can solve the mystery. Some say

ireles are messages from aliens. Others put them
nint whirlwinds, electro-magnetic Nelds, heli-
copters, hedgehogs, rutting deer, or jet aircraft

Even corn disease has been blamed

scientists going

round in circles

When the st amcle wias
recorded in :l:-T'H.J._n_-uph said
it was the work of the Devil

Now they believe it could
all be a practical joke

But there are too
many — 320 mysterious cir
cles have appeared so far this
yeur — .'.'Il'E they are oo Dig
and oo ;u-rl--r!!:\. Formesd Lo
be man-mode

And for farmer David Car-
son it's no laughing matter

“If this is ET ringing home,
I hope he uses someons elses
comnfield next time,” he says

For this latest bizarre mes-
sage, if that's what it is, has
cost David more than £200 in
lost crops

The circles have attensd
half an &cre and over 1,004
sightseers, who have flocked
in 1o try to decipher the code,
have flattened oven more

David's family has worked
the land around Manor Farm,
Alton Priors, Wiltshire, for
over 100 yvears, and 1]1-.*se Are
the first corn circles they ve

b

SR &,1.;;.

ever had

But Dawvid, 32, doesn’t
believe they're a hoax. "It
would take ten people sev-
eral hours to do. IU's too sym
metrical and we would have
heard therm.” ping; and in some cases peo
ple’s cars have stopped.”

The rings always form
between May and mid-Au
gust and have been found in
other countries in sand, snow

and rice-paddie fields

expert Jenny
Handles claims the rings ane
formed by a powerful elec-

tronic foree fiel d which gives
oult dangerous radiation

Cirele

wive Jenny, a member of the
“We  have 12 eye-witness British UFO Research Asso-
geeounts of the rings forming  ciation, says: It i3 nol a
and the witnesses h.n expe- eghip but it is something

burning skin, hair
nd, ears pop-

5 and Tascinating.”
ithonwide investi-

rlenced
standing on

t_'..'d'u'l. Operation Cropwatch,
15 arted, masterminded by
Caolin Andrew,
the cireles are
ing of aliens
“The circles scem o be
claborate pictograms created
by some sort of intelligent
life force as an attempt

who believes
the handwrit-

to. communicate witl
mankind.
But Dr Terence Meadon,

director of the Tormnado and

FIELDWORK: some ciose investoation in one of the com rings.

Storm HReses are h Organisa-
|:||:|r'| reckons it's all down o
freak whirlwinds. E xperts at
the Bracknell Weather Cen
tre have raled that out.

Derek Hardy, a spokesman
for Bracknell, says: “We
don't know whal 1% Cchusing
these circles

“I suspect, however, that if
little reen men are
involved, they're the ones

T

from the local pub!




